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2025: The First State of Being  by Erin Entrada Kelly


               (J KEL)   272 pages
It's August 1999. For twelve-year-old Michael Rosario, life at Fox Run Apartments in Red Knot, Delaware, is as ordinary as ever—except for the looming Y2K crisis and his overwhelming crush on his sixteen-year-old babysitter, Gibby. But when a disoriented teenage boy named Ridge appears out of nowhere, Michael discovers there is more to life than stockpiling supplies and pining over Gibby.

It turns out that Ridge is carefree, confident, and bold, things Michael wishes he could be. Unlike Michael, however, Ridge isn’t where he belongs. When Ridge reveals that he’s the world’s first time traveler, Michael and Gibby are stunned but curious. As Ridge immerses himself in 1999—fascinated by microwaves, basketballs, and malls—Michael discovers that his new friend has a book that outlines the events of the next twenty years, and his curiosity morphs into something else: focused determination. Michael wants—no, needs—to get his hands on that book. How else can he prepare for the future? But how far is he willing to go to get it?

2024: The Eyes and the Impossible  by David Eggers


               (J EGG)   249 pages
Johannes, a free dog, lives in an urban park by the sea. His job is to be the Eyes—to see everything that happens within the park and report back to the park’s elders, three ancient Bison. His friends—a seagull, a raccoon, a squirrel, and a pelican—work with him as the Assistant Eyes, observing the humans and other animals who share the park and making sure the Equilibrium is in balance. But changes are afoot. More humans, including Trouble Travelers, arrive in the park. A new building, containing mysterious and hypnotic rectangles, goes up. And then there are the goats—an actual boatload of goats—who appear, along with a shocking revelation that changes Johannes’s view of the world.
2023: Freewater  by Amina Luqman-Dawson



               (J LUQ)   403 pages
Under the cover of night, twelve-year-old Homer flees Southerland Plantation with his little sister Ada, unwillingly leaving their beloved mother behind. Much as he adores her and fears for her life, Homer knows there’s no turning back, not with the overseer on their trail. Through tangled vines, secret doorways, and over a sky bridge, the two find a secret community called Freewater, deep in the swamp. In this society created by formerly enslaved...
2022: The Last Cuentista  by Donna Barba Higuera



               (J HIG)   320 pages
Petra Peña wanted to be a storyteller, like her abuelita. But Earth has been destroyed by a comet, and only a few hundred people have been chosen to journey to a new planet. When Petra wakes to this new planet she is the only person who remembers Earth. A sinister Collective has taken over the ship during its journey and purged the memories of all aboard - or purged them altogether. Petra alone now carries the stories of our past, and with them, any hope for our future. Can she make them live again?
2021: When You Trap a Tiger  by Tae Keller



               (J KEL)   297 pages
When Lily, her sister Sam, and their mother move in with her sick grandmother, Lily traps a tige and makes a deal with him to heal Halmoni. 
2020: New Kid  by Jerry Craft  





     (J 741.5 CRA)   249 pages
Enrolled in a prestigious private school where he is one of only a few students of color, talented seventh grade artist Jordan finds himself torn between the worlds of his Washington Heights apartment home and the upscale circles of Riverdale Academy.
2019: Merci Suarez Changes Gears  by Meg Medina   



   (J MED)   355 pages
Merci Suarez begins the sixth grade and knows things will change, but she did not count on her grandfather acting strangely, not fitting in at her private school, and dealing with Edna Santos’ jealousy.
2018: Hello Universe
 by Erin Entrada Kelly 




    (J KEL)   313 pages
In one day, four lives weave together in unexpected ways. Virgil Salinas is shy and kindhearted and feels out of place in his crazy-about-sports family. Valencia Somerset, who is deaf, is smart, brave, and secretly lonely, and she loves everything about nature. Kaori Tanaka is a self-proclaimed psychic, whose little sister, Gen, is always following her around. And Chet Bullens wishes the weird kids would just stop being so different, so he can concentrate on basketball. They aren’t friends, at least not until Chet pulls a prank that traps Virgil and his pet guinea pig at the bottom of a well. This disaster leads Kaori, Gen, and Valencia on an epic quest to find missing Virgil. Through luck, smarts, bravery, and a little help from the universe, a rescue is performed, a bully is put in his place, and friendship blooms.
2017: The Girl Who Drank the Moon  by Kelly Regan Barnhill 


   (J BAR)   388 pages
Luna, whose magical abilities are emerging, was raised in the forest by a witch, a swamp monster, and a dragon, but when a young man from the Protectorate is determined to kill the witch, Luna must use her magic to protect her family.
2016: Last Stop on Market Street  by Matt de la Pena   



      (J DEL)   32 pages
Every Sunday after church, CJ and his grandma ride the bus across town.  But today, CJ wonders why they don’t own a car like his friend Colby.  Why doesn’t he have an iPod like the boys on the bus?  How come they always have to get off in the dirty part of town?  Each question is met with an encouraging answer from grandma, who helps him see the beauty – and fun – in their routine and the world around them.
2015: The Crossover by Kwame Alexander 





    (J ALE)   237 pages
Josh Bell, known on and off the court by the nickname Filthy McNasty, doesn’t lack self-confidence, but neither does he lack the skills to back up his own mental in-game commentary: “I rise like a Learjet—/ seventh-graders aren’t supposed to dunk./ But guess what?/ I snatch the ball out of the air and/ SLAM!/ YAM! IN YOUR MUG!” Josh is sure that he and his twin brother, JB, are going pro, following in the footsteps of their father, who played professional ball in Europe. But Alexander (He Said, She Said) drops hints that Josh’s trajectory may be headed back toward Earth: his relationship with JB is strained by a new girl at school, and the boys’ father health is in increasingly shaky territory. The poems dodge and weave with the speed of a point guard driving for the basket, mixing basketball action with vocabulary-themed poems, newspaper clippings, and Josh’s sincere first-person accounts that swing from moments of swagger-worthy triumph to profound pain.
2014: Flora & Ulysses: The Illuminated Adventures  by Kate DiCamillo   
     (J DIC)   231 pages
It begins, as the best superhero stories do, with a tragic accident that has unexpected consequences. The squirrel never saw the vacuum cleaner coming, but self-described cynic Flora Belle Buckman, who has read every issue of the comic book Terrible Things Can Happen to You!, is just the right person to step in and save him. What neither can predict is that Ulysses (the squirrel) has been born anew, with powers of strength, flight, and misspelled poetry — and that Flora will be changed too, as she discovers the possibility of hope and the promise of a capacious heart.
2013: The One and Only Ivan by Katherine Applegate



    (J APP)   305 pages
When Ivan, a gorilla who has lived for years in a down-and-out circus-themed mall, meets Ruby, a baby elephant that has been added to the mall, he decides that he must find her a better life.
2012: Dead End in Norvelt by Jack Gantos   




   (J GAN)   341 pages
In the historic town of Norvelt, Pennsylvania, twelve-year-old Jack Gantos spends the summer of 1962 grounded for various offenses until he is assigned to help an elderly neighbor with a most unusual chore involving the newly dead, molten wax, twisted promises, Girl Scout cookies, underage driving, lessons from history, typewriting, and countless bloody noses.
2011: Moon over Manifest by Clare Vanderpool   



        (J VAN/PB)    351 pages
Twelve-year-old Abilene Tucker is the daughter of a drifter who, in the summer of 1936, sends her to stay with an old friend in Manifest, Kansas, where he grew up, and where she hopes to find out some things about his past. Over the summer she pieces together his story. Having heard stories about Manifest, Abilene is disappointed to find that it's just a dried-up, worn-out old town. But her disappointment quickly turns to excitement when she discovers a hidden cigar box full of mementos, including some old letters that mention a spy known as the Rattler. These mysterious letters send Abilene and her new friends, Lettie and Ruthanne, on an honest-to-goodness spy hunt, even though they are warned to "Leave Well Enough Alone." Abilene throws all caution aside when she heads down the mysterious Path to Perdition to pay a debt to the reclusive Miss Sadie, a diviner who only tells stories from the past. It seems that Manifest's history is full of colorful and shadowy characters--and long-held secrets. The more Abilene hears, the more determined she is to learn just what role her father played in that history. And as Manifest's secrets are laid bare one by one, Abilene begins to weave her own story into the fabric of the town.

2010: When You Reach Me 


by Rebecca Stead   (J STE)  


        199 pages
As her mother prepares to be a contestant on the 1980s television game show, "The $20,000 Pyramid," a twelve-year-old New York City girl tries to make sense of a series of mysterious notes received from an anonymous source that seems to defy the laws of time and space.


2009: The Graveyard Book 


by Neil Gaiman  (J GAI)
             
        312 pages
Nobody Owens, known to his friends as Bod, is a normal boy. He would be completely normal if he didn't live in a sprawling graveyard, being raised and educated by ghosts, with a solitary guardian who belongs to neither the world of the living nor of the dead. There are dangers and adventures in the graveyard for a boy-an ancient Indigo Man beneath the hill, a gateway to a desert leading to an abandoned city of ghouls, the strange and terrible menace of the Sleer. But if Bod leaves the graveyard, then he will come under attack from the man Jack--who has already killed Bod's family. . . .



2008: Good Masters! Sweet Ladies! Voices from a Medieval Village  by Laura Amy Schlitz (J 812.6  SCH/PB) 85 pages 

A collection of short one-person plays featuring characters, between ten and fifteen years old, who live in or near a thirteenth-century English manor.
2007: The Higher Power of Lucky by Susan Patron   


          (J PAT/PB)   134 pages
Lucky, age ten, can't wait another day. The meanness gland in her heart and the crevices full of questions in her brain make running away from Hard Pan, California (population 43), the rock-bottom only choice she has. It's all Brigitte's fault -- for wanting to go back to France. Guardians are supposed to stay put and look after girls in their care! Instead Lucky is sure that she'll be abandoned to some orphanage in Los Angeles where her beloved dog, HMS Beagle, won't be allowed. She'll have to lose her friends Miles, who lives on cookies, and Lincoln, future U.S. president (maybe) and member of the International Guild of Knot Tyers. Just as bad, she'll have to give up eavesdropping on twelve-step anonymous programs where the interesting talk is all about Higher Powers. Lucky needs her own -- and quick. But she hadn't planned on a dust storm. Or needing to lug the world's heaviest survival-kit backpack into the desert.


2006: Criss Cross by Lynne Rae Perkins   




          (J PER/PB)   377 pages
Teenagers in a small town in the 1960s experience new thoughts and feelings, question their identities, connect, and disconnect as they search for the meaning of life and love.

2005: Kira-Kira by Cynthia Kadohata   





   (J KAD)   244 pages
Chronicles the close friendship between two Japanese American sisters growing up in rural Georgia during the late 1950s and early 1960s, and the despair when one sister becomes terminally ill. kira-kira (kee' ra kee' ra): glittering; shining Glittering. That's how Katie Takeshima's sister, Lynn, makes everything seem. The sky is kira-kira because its color is deep but see-through at the same time. The sea is kira-kira for the same reason. And so are people's eyes. When Katie and her family move from a Japanese community in Iowa to the Deep South of Georgia, it's Lynn who explains to her why people stop them on the street to stare. And it's Lynn who, with her special way of viewing the world, teaches Katie to look beyond tomorrow. But when Lynn becomes desperately ill, and the whole family begins to fall apart, it is up to Katie to find a way to remind them all that there is always something glittering -- kira-kira -- in the future.

2004: The Tale of Despereaux: Being the Story of a Mouse, a Princess, Some Soup, and a Spool of                                                                                     Thread
 by Kate DiCamillo   







    (J DIC)   267 pages
The adventures of Desperaux Tilling, a small mouse of unusual talents, the princess that he loves, the servant girl who longs to be a princess, and a devious rat determined to bring them all to ruin.

     
2003: Crispin: The Cross of Lead by Avi   





     (J AVI)   262 pages
Falsely accused of theft and murder, an orphaned peasant boy in fourteenth-century England flees his village and meets a larger-than-life juggler who holds a dangerous secret.


2002: A Single Shard by Linda Sue Park   





    (J PAR)   152 pages
Tree-ear, a thirteen-year-old orphan in medieval Korea, lives under a bridge in a potters' village, and longs to learn how to throw the delicate celadon ceramics himself.

   
2001: A Year Down Yonder by Richard Peck   




    (J PEC)   130 pages
In 1937, during the Depression, fifteen-year-old Mary Alice, initially apprehensive about leaving Chicago to spend a year with her fearsome, larger-than-life grandmother in rural Illinois, gradually begins to better understand and admire her grandmother's unusual qualities.

2000: Bud, Not Buddy by Christopher Paul Curtis   




   (J CUR)   245 pages
Ten-year-old Bud, a motherless boy living in Flint, Michigan, during the Great Depression, escapes a bad foster home and sets out in search of the man he believes to be his father--the renowned bandleader, H.E. Calloway of Grand Rapids.


1999: Holes

 


by Louis Sachar   (J SAC) 


        233 pages
As further evidence of his family's bad fortune which they attribute to a curse on a distant relative, Stanley Yelnats is sent to a hellish correctional camp in the Texas desert where he finds his first real friend, a treasure, and a new sense of himself.


1998: Out of the Dust 


by Karen Hesse   (J HES) 


        227 pages
In a series of poems, fifteen-year-old Billie Jo relates the hardships of living on her family's wheat farm in Oklahoma during the dust bowl years of the Depression. in a series of poems, fifteen-year-old Billie Jo relates the hardships of living on her family's wheat farm in Oklahoma during the dust bowl years of the Depression. Dust piles up like snow across the prairie. A terrible accident has transformed Billie Jo's life, scarring her inside and out. Her mother is gone. Her father can't talk about it. And the one thing that might make her feel better -- playing the piano -- is impossible with her wounded hands. To make matters worse, dust storms are devastating the family farm and all the farms nearby. While others flee from the dust bowl, Billie Jo is left to find peace in the bleak landscape of Oklahoma -- and in the surprising landscape of her own heart.
1997: The View from Saturday 

by E.L. Konigsburg   (J KON)   

        163 pages
Four students, with their own individual stories, develop a special bond and attract the attention of their teacher, a paraplegic, who chooses them to represent their sixth-grade class in the Academic Bowl competition. Mrs. Eva Marie Olinski always gave good answers. Whenever she was asked how she had selected her team for the Academic Bowl, she chose one of several good answers. Most often she said that the four members of her team had skills that balanced one another. That was reasonable. Sometimes she said that she knew her team would practice. That was accurate. To the district superintendent of schools, she gave a bad answer, but she did that only once, only to him, and if that answer was not good, her reason for giving it was. The fact was that Mrs. Olinski did not know how she had chosen her team, and the further fact was that she didn't know that she didn't know until she did know. Of course, that is true of most things you do not know up to and including the very last second before you do. And for Mrs. Olinski that was not until Bowl Day was over and so was the work of her four sixth graders. They called themselves The Souls. They told Mrs. Olinski that they were The Souls long before they were a team, but she told them that they were a team as soon as they became The Souls. Then after a while, teacher and team agreed that they were arguing chicken-or-egg. Whichever way it began -- chicken-or-egg, team-or-The Souls -- it definitely ended with an egg. Definitely, an egg.
1996: The Midwife's Apprentice 

by Karen Cushman   (J CUS)

       
       122 pages
In medieval England, a nameless, homeless girl is taken in by a sharp-tempered midwife, and despite obstacles and hardship, eventually gains the three things she most wants: a full belly, a contented heart, and a place in this world. Like Cushman's 1995 Newbery Honor Book, Catherine, Called Birdy, this novel is about a strong young woman in medieval England who finds her own way home. This is a world, like Chaucer's, that's - dangerous, primitive, and raucous. From the first page you're caught by the spirit of the homeless, nameless waif, somewhere around 12 years old. She gets the village midwife to take her in, befriends a cat, names herself Alyce, and learns something about delivering babies. When she fails, she runs away, but she picks herself up again and returns to work and independence.


1995: Walk Two Moons
 

by Sharon Creech   (J CRE) 


        280 pages
After her mother leaves home suddenly, thirteen-year-old Sal and her grandparents take a car trip retracing her mother's route. Along the way, Sal recounts the story of her friend Phoebe, whose mother also left.

1994: The Giver



 by Lois Lowry   (J LOW) 


        180 pages
Given his lifetime assignment at the Ceremony of Twelve, Jonas becomes the receiver of memories shared by only one other in his community and discovers the terrible truth about the society in which he lives.


1993: Missing May 



by Cynthia Rylant   (J RYL) 


          89 pages
After the death of the beloved aunt who has raised her, twelve-year-old Summer and her uncle Ob leave their West Virginia trailer in search of the strength to go on living. Twelve-year-old Summer, her classmate Cletus, and her grieving Uncle Ob set off across West Virginia in search of a "Small Medium at Large" in fond hopes of reaching Aunt May beyond the grave. Their journey is heartening, funny, and altogether unforgettable.


1992: Shiloh 




by Phyllis Reynolds Naylor   (J NAY/PB)
        144 pages
When he finds a lost beagle in the hills behind his West Virginia home, Marty tries to hide it from his family and the dog's real owner, a mean-spirited man known to shoot deer out of season and to mistreat his dogs.


1991: Maniac Magee 



by Jerry Spinelli   (J SPI) 


        184 pages
After his parents die, Jeffrey Lionel Magee's life becomes legendary, as he accomplishes athletic and other feats which awe his contemporaries.


1990: Number the Stars

 
by Lois Lowry   (J LOW/PB) 

        137 pages
In 1943, during the German occupation of Denmark, ten-year-old Annemarie learns how to be brave and courageous when she helps shelter her Jewish friend from the Nazis. In Copenhagen the Germans begin their campaign to "relocate" the Jews of Denmark. So Annemarie Johansen's parents take in her best friend Ellen Rosen and pretend that she is a part of their family. "Seamless, compelling, and memorable--impossible to put down; difficult to forget."


1989: Joyful Noise: Poems for Two Voices
by Paul Fleischman 
(J 811 FLE)
          
          44 pages

A collection of poems describing the characteristics and activities of a variety of insects.


1988: Lincoln: A Photobiography 

by Russell Freedman    (JB LIN)

        150 pages

Photographs and text trace the life of the Civil War President.


1987: The Whipping Boy

 
by Sid Fleischman   (J FLE)


          90 pages
A bratty prince and his whipping boy have many adventures when they inadvertently trade places after becoming involved with dangerous outlaws.
1986: Sarah, Plain and Tall


 by Patricia MacLachlan   (J MAC) 

          58 pages
When their father invites a mail-order bride to come live with them in their prairie home, Caleb and Anna are captivated by their new mother and hope that she will stay.


1985: The Hero and the Crown

 by Robin McKinley   (J MCK) 

        246 pages
Aerin, with the guidance of the wizard Luthe and the help of the Blue Sword, wins the birthright due her as the daughter of the Damarian king and a witch woman of the mysterious, demon-haunted North. But Aerin's destiny is greater than her father's people know, for it leads her to battle with Maur, the Black Dragon, and into the wilder Damarian Hills, where she meets the wizard Luthe. It is he who at last tells her the truth about her mother, and he also gives over to her hand the Blue Sword, Gonturan. But such gifts as these bear a great price, a price Aerin only begins to realize when she faces the evil mage, Agsded, who has seized the Hero's Crown, greatest treasure, and secret strength of Damar.
1984: Dear Mr. Henshaw 


by Beverly Cleary   (J CLE) 


        133 pages
In his letters to his favorite author, ten-year-old Leigh reveals his problems in coping with his parents' divorce, being the new boy in school, and generally finding his own place in the world. Dear Mr. Henshaw, I wish somebody would stop stealing the good stuff out of my lunch bag. I guess I wish a lot of other things, too. I wish someday Dad and Bandit would pull up in front in the rig ... Dad would yell out of the cab, "Come on, Leigh. Hop in and I'll give you a lift to school." Leigh Botts has been author Boyd Henshaw's number one fan ever since he was in second grade. Now in sixth grade, Leigh lives with his mother and is the new kid at school. He's lonely, troubled by the absence of his father, a cross-country trucker, and angry because a mysterious thief steals from his lunch bag. Then Leigh's teacher assigns a letter-writing project. Naturally Leigh chooses to write to Mr. Henshaw, whose surprising answer changes Leigh's life.


1983: Dicey's Song 



by Cynthia Voigt   (J VOI) 


        196 pages
Now that the four abandoned Tillerman children are settled in with their grandmother, Dicey finds that their new beginnings require love, trust, humor, and courage.


1982: A Visit to William Blake's Inn: Poems for Innocent and Experienced Travelers







 
by Nancy Willard   (J 811 WIL)

          44 pages
A collection of poems describing the curious menagerie of guests who arrive at William Blake's inn.

1981: Jacob Have I Loved

 
by Katherine Paterson   (J PAT) 

        244 pages
Feeling deprived all her life of schooling, friends, mother, and even her name by her twin sister, Louise finally begins to find her identity.
1980: A Gathering of Days: A New England Girl's Journal, 1830-1832    

by Joan W. Blos   (J BLO/PB)
                   144 pages
The journal of a fourteen-year-old girl, kept the last year she lived on the family farm, records daily events in her small New Hampshire town, her father's remarriage, and the death of her best friend.


1979: The Westing Game 


by Ellen Raskin   (J RAS/PB)

        185 pages
The mysterious death of an eccentric millionaire brings together an unlikely assortment of heirs who must uncover the circumstances of his death before they can claim their inheritance.


1978: Bridge to Terabithia 


by Katherine Paterson   (J PAT) 

        128 pages
The life of a ten-year-old boy in rural Virginia expands when he becomes friends with a newcomer who subsequently meets an untimely death trying to reach their hideaway, Terabithia, during a storm.
1977: Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry

 by Mildred D. Taylor   (J TAY) 

        276 pages
A black family living in Mississippi during the Depression of the 1930s is faced with prejudice and discrimination which its children do not understand.


1976: The Grey King 



by Susan Cooper   (J COO) 


        208 pages
A strange boy and dog remind Will Stanton that he is an immortal, whose quest is to find the golden harp which will rouse others from a long slumber in the Welsh hills so they may prepare for the ultimate battle of Light versus Dark.


1975: M. C. Higgins, the Great

 by Virginia Hamilton   (J HAM) 

        278 pages
As a slag heap, the result of strip mining, creeps closer to his house in the Ohio hills, fifteen-year-old M. C. is torn between trying to get his family away and fighting for the home they love.
1974: The Slave Dancer 


by Paula Fox   (J FOX) 


        127 pages
Kidnapped by the crew of an Africa-bound ship, a thirteen-year-old boy discovers to his horror that he is on a slaver and his job is to play music for the exercise periods of the human cargo.

1973: Julie of the Wolves 


by Jean Craighead George   (J GEO)

        170 pages
While running away from home and an unwanted marriage, a thirteen-year-old Eskimo girl becomes lost on the North Slope of  Alaska and is befriended by a wolf pack.

 
1972: Mrs. Frisby and the Rats of NIMH 
by Robert C. O'Brien   (J OBR/PB)

        233 pages
Having no one to help her with her problems, a widowed mouse visits the rats whose former imprisonment in a laboratory made them wise and long lived.


1971: Summer of the Swans 


by Betsy Byars   (J BYA) 


        142 pages
The story of a 14-year-old named Sara-moody, unpredictable, and on the brink of womanhood-and how her life changes when her younger, mentally retarded brother disappears.

1970: Sounder



 by William H. Armstrong   (J ARM/PB)
        116 pages
Angry and humiliated when his sharecropper father is jailed for stealing food for his family, a young black boy grows in courage and understanding by learning to read and through his relationship with his devoted dog Sounder.

1969: The High King



 by Lloyd Alexander   (J ALE/PB)

        253 pages
"When the most powerful weapon in the land of Prydain falls into the hands of Arawn, Lord of the Land of Death, Taran and Prince Gwydion rally an army to stand up to the dark forces." --Provided by publisher.

1968: From the Mixed-Up Files of Mrs. Basil E. Frankweiler  by E.L. Konigsburg  (J KON)  162 pages
When suburban Claudia Kincaid decides to run away, she knows she doesn't just want to run "from" somewhere, she wants to run "to" somewhere -- to a place that is comfortable, beautiful, and, preferably, elegant. She chooses the Metropolitan Museum of Art in New York City. Knowing that her younger brother Jamie has money and thus can help her with a serious cash-flow problem, she invites him along. Once settled into the museum, Claudia and Jamie find themselves caught up in the mystery of an angel statue that the museum purchased at auction for a bargain price of $225. The statue is possibly an early work of the Renaissance master, Michelangelo, and therefore worth millions. Is it? Or isn't it? Claudia is determined to find out. Her quest leads her to Mrs. Basil E. Frankweiler, the remarkable old woman who sold the statue, and to some equally remarkable discoveries about herself.
1967: Up a Road Slowly


 by Irene Hunt   (J HUN/PB) 


       197 pages
After her mother's death, Julie goes to live with Aunt Cordelia, a schoolteacher, where she experiences many emotions and changes as she grows from seven to eighteen.

 
1966: I, Juan de Pareja 


by Elizabeth Borton de Trevino   (J TRE) 
        180 pages
Juan is the slave of the great Spanish painter Diego Valazquez and helps his master in his studio by preparing paints and stretching canvases. But Juan is an artist, too: he has taught himself by watching his master's technique. Although such work is forbidden by slaves, Jaun cannot keep his secret any longer. What will happen when the truth is known?


1965: Shadow of a Bull 


by Maia Wojciechowska 
(J WOJ/PB)
        151 pages
Manolo Olivar has to make a decision: to follow in his famous father's shadow and become a bullfighter, or to follow his heart and become a doctor.
1964: It's Like This, Cat 


by Emily Neville   (J NEV/PB)

        172 pages
A large print edition of the story of a fourteen-year-old New York boy and his relationships with a stray tomcat, an eccentric old woman, a troubled older boy, the first girl with whom he has been friends, and his father.


1963: A Wrinkle in Time


 by Madeleine L'Engle   (J LEN)

        211 pages
One stormy night a strange visitor comes to the Murry house and beckons Meg, her brother, Charles Wallace, and their friend Calvin O'Keefe on a most dangerous and fantastic journey that will threaten their lives and our universe.

1962: The Bronze Bow 


by Elizabeth George Speare   (J SPE/PB)
        254 pages
When the Romans brutally kill Daniel bar Jamin's father, the young Palestinian searches for a leader to drive them out but comes to realize that love may be a more powerful weapon than hate. Set in Galilee in the time of Jesus, this story tells of a young Jewish rebel who is won over to the gentle teachings of Jesus. "A dramatic, deeply felt narrative whose characters and message will long be remembered.


1961: Island of the Blue Dolphins 

by Scott O'Dell   (J ODE)


        184 pages
The gripping story of young Karana, an Indian girl who survives by herself for eighteen years on a deserted island off the California coast. A quiet acceptance of fate characterizes her ordeal.

1960: Onion John



 by Joseph Krumgold   (J KRU/PB)

        248 pages
His friendship with the town odd-jobs man, Onion John, causes a conflict between Andy and his father.


1959: The Witch of Blackbird Pond
           by Elizabeth George Speare   (J SPE/PB)
        249 pages
Kit Tyler must leave behind shimmering Caribbean islands to join the stern Puritan community of her relatives. She soon feels caged, until she meets the old woman known as the Witch of Blackbird Pond. But when their friendship is discovered, Kit herself is accused of witchcraft!

1958: Rifles for Watie 


by Harold Keith   (J KEI)


        332 pages
The story of Jeff Bussey, a farm boy living in 1861, who joins the Union army and goes on an important mission to discover how Stand Watie and his Confederate Cherokee Rebels are receiving repeating rifles from northern manufacturers.


1957: Miracles on Maple Hill 

by Virginia Sorensen   (J SOR/PB) 

        232 pages
After her father returns from the war moody and tired, Marly's family decides to move from the city to Maple Hill Farm in the Pennsylvania countryside where they share many adventures which help restore their spirits and their bond with each other.


1956: Carry On, Mr. Bowditch

 by Jean Lee Latham   (J LAT/PB) 

        251 pages
After finding a way to teach the ship's crew members to understand navigation, Nat, a self-taught mathematician and astronomer in eighteenth-century Salem, Massachusetts, writes down his explanations and compiles them into "The American Practical 
Navigator," also known as the "Sailors' Bible."


1955: The Wheel on the School 

by Meindert DeJong   (J DEJ/PB)

        298 pages
"Six school children bring the storks (harbingers of good luck) back to their little Dutch village. (A story) written with dramatic power and a deep insight into the minds and hearts of children."--Booklist. Newbery Medal; ALA Notable Children's Book.


1954: ...And Now Miguel


 by Joseph Krumgold   (J KRU)

        245 pages
Miguel, the middle child of the Chavez family, lives near Taos, New Mexico, and longs to go with the men of his family to the Sangre de Christo Mountains.


1953: Secret of the Andes 


by Ann Nolan Clark   (J CLA/PB) 

        120 pages
An Indian boy who tends llamas in a hidden valley in Peru learns the traditions and secrets of his Inca ancestors.


1952: Ginger Pye 



by Eleanor Estes   (J EST/PB)

        250 pages
The disappearance of a new puppy named Ginger and the appearance of a mysterious man in a mustard yellow hat bring excitement into the lives of the Pye children.
1951: Amos Fortune, Free Man 

by Elizabeth Yates   (J YAT/PB) 

        181 pages
The life of the eighteenth-century African prince who, after being captured by slave traders, was brought to Massachusetts where he was a slave until he was able to buy his freedom at the age of sixty.


1950: The Door in the Wall


by Marguerite de Angeli 
(J DEA/PB)
        120 pages
A crippled boy in fourteenth-century England proves his courage and earns recognition from the King.


1949: King of the Wind

  
by Marguerite Henry   (J HEN/PB) 

        172 pages
Sham and the stable boy Agba travel from Morocco to France to England where, at last, Sham's majesty is recognized and he becomes the "Godolphin Arabian," ancestor of the most superior Thoroughbred horses
.
1948: The Twenty-One Balloons 

by William Pène du Bois   (J DUB/PB)
        179 pages
Three weeks after leaving San Francisco in a balloon to fly across the Pacific, Professor Sherman is picked up in the Atlantic clinging to wreckage.

1947: Miss Hickory 



by Carolyn Sherwin Bailey   (J BAI/PB) 
        120 pages
Relates the adventures of a country doll made of an apple-wood twig with a hickory nut for a head.


1946: Strawberry Girl


 by Lois Lenski   (J LEN/PB) 

        193 pages
In 1945, in Florida, ten-year-old Birdie Boyer and her family struggle to make their new farm prosper despite heat, droughts, cold snaps, and rowdy neighbors.


1945: Rabbit Hill 



by Robert Lawson   (J LAW)


        127 pages
New folks are coming to live in the Big House. The animals of Rabbit Hill wonder if they will plant a garden and thus be good providers.


1944: Johnny Tremain 


by Esther Forbes   (J FOR/PB)

        269 pages
Johnny Tremain, A young apprentice silversmith, is caught up in the danger and excitement of 1775 Boston, just before the Revolutionary War. Johnny can't help but be swept along by the powerful currents that will lead to the Boston Tea Party and the Battle of Lexington. But even more gripping than living through the drama of Revolutionary Boston is the important discovery Johnny makes in his own life.

1943: Adam of the Road 


by Elizabeth Janet Gray   (J GRA/PB) 
        317 pages
The adventures of eleven-year-old Adam as he travels the open roads of thirteenth-century England searching for his missing father, a minstrel, and his stolen red spaniel, Nick.

1942: The Matchlock Gun 


by Walter Edmonds 
(J EDM/PB)

          61 pages
In 1756, during the French and Indian War in upper New York state, ten-year-old Edward is determined to protect his home and family with the ancient, and much too heavy, Spanish gun that his father had given him before leaving home to fight the enemy.


1941: Call It Courage 


by Armstrong Sperry   (J SPE/PB) 

          95 pages
Based on a Polynesian legend, this is the story of a youth who overcomes his fear of the sea and proves his courage to himself and his tribe.
1940: Daniel Boone 



by James Daugherty 



          94 pages
Daniel Boone was a farmer who couldn't stay put. Something was always pulling him westward into new and mysterious lands, and when this pull got so strong that he could no longer ignore it, and his wife and children could not persuade him to stay, he just went, with his toes pointing into the West and his eyes glued to the hills.

1939: Thimble Summer 


by Elizabeth Enright   (J ENR)

        136 pages
Garnet is sure a silver thimble she found by the river was full of magic because the whole summer on the farm in Wisconsin has been full of exciting adventures.


1938: The White Stag 


by Kate Seredy   (J SER) 


          94 pages

Retells the legendary story of the Huns and Magyars' long migration from Asia to Europe where they hope to find a permanent home


1937: Roller Skates



by Ruth Sawyer   (J SAW/PB) 

        186 pages
The discoveries and adventures of ten-year-old Lucinda, who spends a wonderful year exploring the New York City of the 1890's

1936: Caddie Woodlawn


 by Carol Ryrie Brink   (J BRI) 

        275 pages
Chronicles the adventures of eleven-year-old Caddie growing up with her six brothers and sisters on the Wisconsin frontier in the mid-nineteenth century. At age 11, Caddie Woodlawn is the despair of her mother and the pride of her father: a clock-fixing tomboy running wild in the woods of Wisconsin. In 1864, this is a bit much for her Boston-bred mother to bear, but Caddie and her brothers are happy with the status quo. Written in 1935 about Carol Ryrie Brink's grandmother's childhood, the adventures of Caddie and her brothers are still exciting over 60 years later. With each chapter comes another ever-more exciting adventure: a midnight gallop on her horse across a frozen river to warn her American Indian friends of the white men's plan to attack; a prairie fire approaching the school house; and a letter from England that may change the family's life forever.


1935: Dobry 




by Monica Shannon 



        176 pages
A Bulgarian peasant boy must convince his mother that he is destined to be a sculptor, not a farmer.

1934: Invincible Louisa: The Story of the Author of Little Women 
by Cornelia Meigs (JB ALC/PB) 241 pages
Biography tracing the fascinating life of Louisa May Alcott from her happy childhood in Pennsylvania and Boston to her success as a writer of such classics as Little women.

1933: Young Fu of the Upper Yangtze 
by Elizabeth Lewis 
(J LEW/PB)

        265 pages
In the 1920's a Chinese youth from the country comes to Chungking with his mother where the bustling city offers adventure and his apprenticeship to a coppersmith brings good fortune.
1932: Waterless Mountain 


by Laura Adams Armer    


        222 pages
Younger Brother, a Navaho Indian boy, undergoes eight years of training in the ancient religion of his people and the practical knowledge of material existence.


1931: The Cat Who Went to Heaven 

by Elizabeth Coatsworth   (J COA/PB) 
          74 pages
A little cat comes to the home of a poor Japanese artist and, by humility and devotion, brings him good fortune.

1930: Hitty, Her First Hundred Years 
by Rachel Field   (J FIE/PB)


        262 pages
Hitty is a doll of great charm and character. It is indeed a privilege to publish her memoirs, which, besides being full of the most thrilling adventures on land and sea, also reveal her delightful personality. One glance at her portrait will show that she is no ordinary doll. Hitty, or Mehitable as she was really named, was made in the early 1800s for Phoebe Preble, a little girl from Maine. Young Phoebe was very proud of her beautiful doll and took her everywhere, even on a long sailing trip in a whaler. This is the story of Hitty's years with Phoebe, and the many that follow in the life of a well-loved doll.

1929: The Trumpeter of Krakow 

by Eric P. Kelly   (J KEL/PB)

        242 pages
A Polish family in the Middle Ages guards a great secret treasure and a boy's memory of an earlier trumpeter of Krakow makes it possible for him to save his father.


1928: Gay Neck, the Story of a Pigeon 
by Dhan Gopal Mukerji   (J MUK)

        191 pages 
The story of the training of a carrier pigeon and its service during the First World War, revealing the bird's courageous and spirited adventures over the housetops of an Indian village, in the Himalayan Mountains, and on the French battlefield.

1927: Smoky, the Cowhorse 


by Will James    (J JAM/PB)


        310 pages
Describes the experiences of Smoky, the mouse-colored horse, from his birth on the range, his capture by humans, through his work in the rodeo and on the ranch, and his eventual old age.


1926: Shen of the Sea 


by Arthur Bowie Chrisman   (J CHR)
        221 pages

Sixteen original stories reflecting the spirit of Chinese life and thought.


1925: Tales from Silver Lands 

by Charles Finger   



        225 pages
Tales from Silver Lands is a collection of nineteen folktales, which Finger collected during his travels in South America. In them an assortment of animals, magical creatures, witches, giants, and children struggle for a life in which good overcomes evil. These fastmoving and adventuresome fantasies provide insight into the values and culture of native South American peoples. They stress the importance of close relationships, hard work, bravery, gentleness, and beauty, and contain colorful explanations of natural phenomena.
1924: The Dark Frigate


 by Charles Hawes   (J HAW/PB)

        246 pages
Adventures of Philip Marsham, a sailor, who lives in the time of King Charles.



1923: The Voyages of Doctor Dolittle 
by Hugh Lofting   (J LOF)


        276 pages
When his colleague Long Arrow disappears, Dr. Dolittle sets off with his assistant, Tommy Stubbins, his dog, Jip, and Polynesia the parrot on an adventurous voyage over tropical seas to floating Spidermonkey Island.
1922: The Story of Mankind


 by Hendrik Willem van Loon   (J VAN/PB)
        160 pages
Relates the story of western civilization from earliest times through the beginning of the twentieth century, with special emphasis on the people and events that changed the course of history. Portrays in vivid prose the achievements of mankind in the areas of art and discovery, as well as the political forces leading to the modern nation-states.

